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Trust the
‘experts’
on NSDF,
PM says

Y TERRY MYERS

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says
his government trusts the “experts™
when it comes to decisions around
the Near Surface Disposal Facility.

Questions around the NSDF were
raised in the House of Commeons last
Wednesday following a protest in
front of the Parliament buildings by
Indigenous communitics and others
opposed to the waste site.

Yves-Frangois Blanchet, leader of
the Bloc Quebecois, said that “con-
trary to common sense,” the Cana-
dian Nuclear Safety Commission has
“authorized a pit covering over a mil-
lion square metres to store nuclear
‘waste pretty much alongside the Ot-
tawa River™

“Many people are concemed about
this, including chiefs of the Anishin-
abek Nation, who are here with us
today.

“I would like the Prime Minister to
tell me, does he consider nuclear
waste to be dangerous?”

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SLOPES GOLD: Wren Rauliuk Dunn of C School domis d
the field, claiming the gold medal at the Upper Ottawa Valley and Eastern Ontario
alpine ski championships at Calabogie February 9 and 19. Dunn will take part in the
Ontario finals at Osler Bluff in Collingwood next week. For more, see page 18.

INSIDE:

JACKRABBITS HOLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

NO PAPER
FEBRUARY 28

Please note that there will be
no issuc of the North Renfrew
Times next Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28 as we take a one-week
winter break. The paper will be
back to its regular schedule for
the next issue of Wednesday,
March 6. In the case of break-
ing news, watch for updates on
our website or new Facebook
page at “NRT Today.”

QUOTEWORTHY:

“I grew up watching The
Simpsons and we're going
to have a situation potentially
of three-eyed fish."

- Story, page 9
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Trudeau said protecting the “health
and safety of Canaans and the environ-
mient & o top priarity for this gaverns
ment.”

He said the decision to approve con-
struction of the NSDF at the Chalk River
Labosataries was made by the “indepen-
dent™ Caradian \ur'lnaﬂ&l!my(\:\mul
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PLEASE RECYELE

san, “which 2 by if it
determines they are safe for Canadians
and the environment, and caly after a
\barough assexsment based o evidence
and comsualiations with indigenous nd
sther affected communitics™

“The government of Canada and the
Diepartment of Energy and Natural Re-
suurces an: ot involved in the commis:
sian’s decisioes,”

Bt Blanchet said the Anishinabek Na-
s bas “canchusively decided that it is
not safe”

“The Quebec natian kas conclusively
decided that it is not safe.

“ls the Prime Minister anly listening to
e uclear loivby and to the steadily
shrinking Libersl mation™

RIGOROUS ALSESSMENT

Trudeau repeated that the CNSC is an
“independent scientific body that com.
dhacts rigarous assessments to ensure the
safety af nuclear facilities. ™

consubts with the communities can-
cemed and hases ifs activities on science
o probect Canadians and the ervion.

s not a political decision,” he
said. “On. this e of the House, we tnust

meered contaipment moued designed o
pemanenily contain and sviate up to
1,000,000 cubss metres (m3) of sokid
Sow-level radivactive waste, 2 waste
water treatmern pian, and ather suppart
facilities.”

“The NSDF site would be located 1.1
e from the Ottwa River oo a hedrock
radge which slopes away from the river.”

The project has met strong oppositian
froem environmenta] grops and Indsge-
s commumities.

"We are talking about
one million cubic metres

afficted by this roject are opposed fo if,
a1 am prowd that the Blo Cuatbécois
was able i help Chief Lance Haymand
express that appasition yestenday.

T am proud that we added our voice
5 representatives of 4.5 mallsn con-
cemed Quebeckers.

“Will the government finally say nota
e Chalkc River project and ensure that
amy clear waste burial project does not
unnecessarily threaten indigenows com-
mmities and the people of QuebecT”

Marc Seré, Parliamentary Secretary to
tbe Mimister of Enerry and Nataral Re-
sources, said the CNSC “approves proj-
ects only if they are safi: for Canadsans
and the environment.”

“Adter conducting consultatians with
. P—

of radioacti
waste here.
That is not a little
compost bin.”

T applications for a judicial review
ofthe CNSC decision wese fled with the
Federal Count of Canada the first week
of Febnary.

“The first, fiked by the Kebaowek First
Nation {KFN, says the commission’s
decsion was made “in a manner that is
incansistent with the Unitedd Nations
Declaration an the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples” (LINDRIP) and “m breach of
the (govermment'sh duty to consalt™

“The second, filed by the Concermned
Citizzns of Renfrew County and Arca,
Ralliement contre Ia pollution radivac.
tive and the Canadian Cnalmnm for Nis-
clear Respomsshility, s,
commission's decivian foled o meet the
reguirements of both the Canadisn Ervi-
rommental As t Act and the Nu-

e NSDF in a decision released Jamiary
5

The cammissian said the NSDF is “nat
skely to cause significant adverse envi-
ronmental effects, provided that all pro-
posed mitigation measures are
implemented.”

The decisian covers canstructian of
e site and related facilities anly.

“The comemission will consider the op-
erativn of the NSDF in a fisture licensing
process, incuding a public hearing,
should CNL (Canadian Nuclear Labora-
tories) come farwand with a licence ap-
plication for autharizatsan to operate the
NSDE™

As described in the decision, the
NSDF will have a “foatprint™ of approx-
imately 37 ha and includes “=n engs-

clear Safety and Control Act
ENIRONMENTAL TRAVESTY

“The risk of harm fram the propused
NSDF is not anly 2 First Naticns s, it
also affects all individuals, animals,
planis, and waters in the vicinity,” KFN
Chief Lance Huymond said st the time.

“We are daing this an bebalf of pur
People and all Canadians wha depend on
the Ottawa river os their drmkmg water
sourve.”

“The issue was raised in Parliament
again last Thursday.

Bloc MP Monigue Paus said the
NSDF project is “un environmental iray-
und a social injustice.

“The Anishirabe communities that are

ne rle in the commi
sl that " this malter is subject

to judicial review, we are awaiting the
outcanse af the decizion far the process.™

But Puuzé said the government “wauld
have us believe™ that the CNSC is “nde-
pendent.”

“That is fimny, since it is the Governor
in Council that appoins he president.
That is just an example.”

ConsuLATEN

Fané suid “burying nucleas waste one
kilometre Evumih.. Otarwa River i an
unnecessary risk tn the drinking water af
the Anishinghe peopln. and half of Que-
beken
are talking shout ane millian

mboc ‘metres of radivactive waste here.
That is not a little compest bin.™

Pauzié said the Manireal metrapolitan
aren “is against the Chalk River project”

“The City of Gatineas is against it
The indigenous communities affected are
against i, Envirommental groups ane
against i, When will the minister say no
1o this proect that is threatening cur

Bloc *does ot wank o recognize the in-
dependence af a nuclcar safety commis
sicn that approves oaly projects that
Have been subjest to consaltation with
indigencus communitics.”

“Let s be clear, Natuml Resources
Canada does ot have a tole & this. Con-
sultatians were bl

“The file is subjest to judicial review
and we are mwaiting the resls of that
decision.

“In the meantime,” be said, “we will
cantinse to wark together with the com-
maunity and the indigencas peoples to en-
sure that the project is viahle.




